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On the International Network for Music Theology
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Music and Theology remain largely separate disciplines,
despite sharing a long and frequently interrelated history.
Jeremy Begbie, in Theology, Music and Time, calls these
divisions ‘unnecessary polarisations’. It is the principal
objective of the International Network for Music Theology to
investigate the relationship of Music and Theology, and from
these investigations to develop an ‘interdiscipline’ called Music
Theology. Unlike more conventional disciplines, Music
Theology responds to an audience increasingly sceptical of
critical thinking which presupposes the cultural construction

of signs, and offers an alternative in which notions of mystery,

transcendence and sacramentality can inform critical

investigation. This alternative is especially relevant today, as

composers, performers, listeners and writers seek different
ways of interpreting the meaning of music and theology.

Thus, from a musical standpoint, the composer John Tavener

suggests that music is iconic, ‘beyond art, a real presence that

we venerate’.

The International Network for Music Theology is being
founded to explore this alternative way of thinking. Its main
aims include:

* To provide an international centre unifying musicological
and theological work carried out within academic
universities, institutions, and other public and relevant
private organizations

* To initiate and facilitate research which will sustain and
expand the growing field of Music Theology

» To present conferences, seminars and lecture series in
support of international and national interests in Music
Theology

+ To create an international organization with the capacity to
attract large-scale funding from private and public funding
bodies

* To create a new international and interdisciplinary
peer-reviewed journal, The Journal of Music Theology

* To produce a Handbook for Music Theology
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